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AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Market Overview Remarks: Cameron 
Werker, Senior Commercial Officer in Madrid

Regional Snapshot: Robert Riley, Consul General, US Consulate 
General in Barcelona

Spanish Market Review: Javier YraolaBurgos, Director, Invest in 
Spain at ICEX (EspañaExportacióne Inversiones)

U.S. Department of Commerce Resources: Blake Murray, Spain 
Desk Officer, Office of Western & Northern Europe, International 
Trade Administration, Washington DC

Eddy Mayen, Director ςState Trade Expansion Program, Office of 
International Trade, U.S. Small Business Administration



Spain is open for your business

Political

ω The PSOE-Podemos government is likely to continue to pursue 
policies that favor workers, expand social services, reduce 
socioeconomic inequalities, facilitate a transition to a green 
economy, and spur innovation and entrepreneurship.

Economic

ω Spain, with a GDP of USD 1.3 trillion and a population of 47 
million people, is the fourth-largest economy in the Eurozone. 
{ǇŀƛƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƎǊŜǿ мΦу ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƛƴ нлмф ŀƴŘ нΦс ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
2018, exceeding the Eurozone average.

Commercial

Å Local partners
Å Best Prospects
Å Certifications/registrations

Tips

ω Culture
ÅExpectations

Spain:  A Market 
Overview

I. Political Environment

II. Economic Environment.

III. Commercial Environment 

IV. Tips



Resources

trade.gov/Spain

https://www.trade.gov/spain -country-commercial-
guide

SCIP (substances of concern in products) database 
webinar:
https://www.assentcompliance.com/assentu/resource
s/webinar/webinar-svhc-data-what-u-s-companies-
should-know-about-scip-
210303/?utm_channel=cpa&utm_content=webinar&u
tm_source=usd-commerce&utm_medium=email-
blast&utm_campaign=fab5-eu-wfd-
info&PF_Trade_Classification_and_Origin__c=true

https://www.trade.gov/spain-country-commercial-guide


Contact Us!!
Cameron Werker
Senior Commercial Officer
US Embassy, Madrid
Cameron.Werker@trade.gov

Linda Caruso
Deputy Senior Commercial Officer
US Embassy, Madrid
Linda.Caruso@trade.gov

Blake Murray
Spain Desk Officer, Office of Western & Northern 
Europe, International Trade Administration 
Washington DC
Blake.Murray@trade.gov

mailto:Cameron.Werker@trade.gov
mailto:Linda.Caruso@trade.gov


Consul General Robert Riley
U.S. Consulate General 
Barcelona

Doing Business in Spain
Regional Snapshot of Catalonia



Javier Yraola

ICEX-Invest in Spain 

February 23rd, 2021

SPAIN
DESTINATION OF CHOICE FOR INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 



STRONG CONFIDENCE BY INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTORS

×STRONG CONFIDENCE BY INTERNATIONAL INVESTORS

×REMARKABLE ECONOMIC EXPANSION  

×SIGNIFICANT BUSINESS CLIMATE IMPROVEMENT
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Foreign Direct Investment Greenfield

FDI Greenfields in Spain: 5 years trends

Source: FDI Markets, 2020. 
Source: FDI Markets, 2020.
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Top 10 Greenfield Destinations in Europe 2019 
FDI Markets. USD Million. 

Country Capex Projects
Jobs 

Created
Companies

1 UK 36,074.8 1,539 76,056 1,304

2 Germany 22,826.4 1,087 52,374 894

3 Spain 21,460.6 814 87,892 583

4 France 19,040.9 838 42,237 696

5 Ireland 11,296.1 229 22,841 210

6 Netherlands 11,244.4 339 22,137 326

7 Belgium 8,486.0 210 13,005 189

8 Italy 6,951.0 222 18,687 183

9 Portugal 3,467.8 166 15,178 146

10 Austria 2,472.7 95 7,524 80

Rest 11,020.7 677.0 27,149.0 -

Total 154,341.4 6,216 385,080 4,457
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FDI Inwards in Spain by Sector

Foreign Direct Investment in Spain by Sector. Stock and Recent Trends 2015 ï2019
Foreign Investments Registry. Million Euro

Sectors
Total

Stock *

Investment Flows

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

1 Real Estate, Building and Infrastructures 77,131.1 9,137.8 7,250.7 7,336.8 11,456.8 3,545.2

2 Energy 59,463.1 3,118.4 9,832.3 2,648.3 3,961.2 960.5

3 Retail and Wholesale 53,666.3 3,482.1 1,493.8 2,803.2 4,446.9 1,902.4

4 Financial Services 50,035.1 1,472.4 6,748.2 3,670.7 3,339.7 6,198.0

5 Metals and Manufacturing of other Materials 49,407.8 464.5 2,408.5 2,218.0 343.2 723.0

6 Food and Beverages 30,525.7 2,048.5 1,184.5 1,340.9 1,784.7 870.5

7 Pharmaceuticals, Medical, Healthcare & Biotechnology 27,421.4 701.1 284.3 1,410.2 2,797.5 405.2

8 ITC: Communications, Software & IT Services 24,069.0 630.5 774.4 2,180.0 3,392.9 1,945.8

9 Chemicals and Petrochemicals 23,399.9 719.3 456.6 566.2 736.8 1,435.4

10 Automotive OEM & Automotive Components 19,357.1 738.4 1,499.7 489.4 2,455.2 381.6

11 Transport and Logistics 16,657.2 1,163.5 1,784.8 3,054.7 14,764.2 493.0

12 Mining and Natural Resources 16,436.3 32.7 107.4 9,375.8 221.4 167.1

13 Business Services 15,563.2 642.3 690.0 1,262.5 1,210.0 2,195.4

14 Tourism 12,920.3 770.8 1,160.8 618.9 2,326.4 665.8

15 Leisure and Entertainment 8,051.8 1,098.3 827.7 127.7 2,067.1 624.0

16 Environmental industries 8,029.0 13.3 3.6 617.0 122.6 144.7

17 Industrial Machinery and Equipment 7,482.5 91.0 286.1 477.9 389.5 193.0

18 Paper, Wood and Others 5,873.1 301.5 289.1 17.3 63.9 1,716.0

19 Consumer Goods 1,070.1 153.3 24.9 238.8 295.3 215.3

20 Other 37.4 0.5 219.5 0.7 4.1 6.6

Total Investment 506,597.2 26,780.3 37,327.0 40,455.0 56,179.2 24,788.5

Total Productive Investment 465,093.6 25,153.3 27,049.7 26,842.3 49,549.4 22,376.6

Source: Foreign Investments Registry. Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism 2020. Million Euro. (*) Stock 2018 data.
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Bilateral Trade and Investment Relations

Source: Foreign Investments Registry. Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism. Million Euro. (*) Stock 2018 data. FDI Markets 2003-2020. DataComex 2019. INE 2020.

International Trade Administration 2020. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Select USA.

Spain in USA

Exports toUSA: 13,716 Mill. ú

Greenfield in USA:
ÅUSD 48,390 Mill.

Å1,419 projects

Å861 companies

Å136,456 jobs

USA in Spain

Greenfield in Spain

Exportsto Spain: 15,436 Mill. ú

ÅUSD 39,920 Mill.

Å917 projects

Å503 companies

Å83,758 jobs

Tourists in Spain: : 407,437 (2020)  /  3.3 Million (2019) Tourists in USA: 151,519 (2020) / 943,248 (2019)

Residents in  Spain: 40,712  Residents in USA: 167.426 

86,078 Mill.ú (stock)

646 Spanish companies in USA 

113,321 jobs

87,642 Mill. ú (stock)

2,145 USA companies in Spain 

204,341 jobs

1st Investor in Spain 10th Investor in  USA 
[1st destination Spanish Investment]
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http://www.investinspain.org/
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